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SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO BREAK IN EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS 

SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH ALEXANDRIANS WERE SEVERELY DISAPPOINTED BECAUSE 
ISRAEL HAS NOT MADE THE CONCESSIONS THEY EXPECTED AND THERE HAS 
BEEN A BREAK IN PEACE TALKS, THEY ARE STILL FOCUSING MOST BLAME 
ON ISRAEL. THERE IS, HOWEVER, SOME CRITICISM OF THE U.S. FOR 
NOT PRESSING ISRAEL HARDER FOR CONCESSIONS, AND THIS FEELING 
MAY WELL GROW UNLESS FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENTS INTERVENE. 

1 . IN GENERAL, ALEXANDRIANS ARE SEVERELY DISAPPOINTED WITH THE 
BREAK IN EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. SADAT SPEECH AND 
NEWS MEDIA HAVE FOCUSED BLAME ON ISRAELIS, AND THIS ATTITUDE 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN WIDELY ACCEPTED. FRIENDLINESS OF ALEXANDRIANS 
TOWARD ISRAELIS THAT WAS EVIDENT AT BEGINNING OF TALKS 

APPEARS TO HAVE CHANGED CONSIDERABLY. THERE IS ALSO SOME CRITICISM 
OF SADAT FOR ATTACKING THE SOVIET UNION SO STRONGLY IN HIS 
SPEECH - MANY FEEL THAT A GREAT POWER SHOULD NOT BE SO 
ADDRESSED. 

2. ON THE WORKING LEVEL, RELATIONS WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS, ETC. 

REMAIN CLOSE, US-EGYPTIAN COOPERATION IS STILL STRONGLY SUPPORTED 
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AND THERE IS AS YET NO HINT OF BLAME ON THE USG. PORTIONS OF 
SADAT'S SPEECH POINTING OUT THE MAGNITUDE OF THE US AID 
PROGRAM AND US WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST IN THE CLEARING OF THE 
SUEZ CANAL WERE HELPFUL HERE. 

3. NEVERTHELESS. AT A MORE SOPHISTICATED LEVEL, E.G. AT THE 
UNIVERSITY AND AMONG HIGHER OFFICIALS, WE ARE BEGINNING TO FIND 
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UNEASY QUESTIONING AS TO "WHERE DOES THE PEACE EFFORT GO 
FROM HERE;" AND "WHAT IS THE USG GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?" 

THERE IS THE FEELING THAT IF THE USG WANTS TO DO SOMETHING, 

IT SURREY CAN. PERHAPS PUT ANOTHER WAY, THE LARGE US ARMS SHIPMENTS 
TO ISRAEL ARE NOTED AS PROVIDING ISRAEL THE STRENGTH, WITH WHICH 
IT CAN AFFORD TO BE "UNREASONABLE" ON THE SETTLEMENTS ISSUE. 

A SENIOR MINISTRY OF MARITIME TRANSPORT OFFICIAL. ADMIRAL 
SAMMAK, STRESSED EGYPT'S ISOLATION AMONG THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
AND HIS VIEW THAT IF THE PEACE INITIATIVE WERE TO FAIL NOW, 

SADAT COULD NO LONGER CONTINUE IN POWER AND EGYPT WOULD SINK INTO 
POLITICAL RADICALISM. IT WAS THUS UP TO THE USA TO SEE THAT THE 
OPPORTUNITY DID NOT PASS. 

4. UNLESS THERE ARE FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENTS SOON, IT IS LIKELY 
THAT A GENERAL ATTITUDE MAY DEVELOP HERE. QUESTIONING THE SINCERITY 
OF THE U.S. IN CARRYING OUT ITS PEACEMAKING ROLE BECAUSE IT 
SEEMS UNWILLING TO PRESS ISRAEL HARD. MCCLELLAND 
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